
Volume 2 - 1 FEBRUARY 2016

Where are We Going as a Church? What are 
We all about? 
By Pastor Caleb Schauer

According to our Governing Policy Manual, “St. John’s 
Lutheran Church strives to equip people to ‘go and make 
disciples of all nations’ (Matthew 28:19-20) through 
Connecting to the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, Growing as his disciples and Living out our faith 
missionally."  

What a Vision Statement! That’s what we are all about!  
That is God’s direction for St. John’s. We strive to equip 
people!  We strive to make disciples who make disciples.  
We strive to make good and faithful servants!   

So how do we do that here at St. John’s? One way is 
through weekend worship! Have you ever come to weekend worship and sung the songs, heard the 
sermon, prayed the prayers, but then when the last “Amen” was said, you leave the church and the one hour 
that you just spent in worship was just that. One hour. Then you go onto the other 167 hours of your week 
and there is no impact to your life. When Melanie and I were in Hawaii we stayed in a Vacation Rental By 
Owner. The owner was a retired Pastor, and we had an interesting conversation. He said, “Caleb, when I was 
in ministry, after all the years of people coming and going to church, the stingy people were still stingy, and 
the grouchy people were still grouchy, and the sad people were still sad, and the mad people were still 
mad. There wasn’t any life change, so I knew something had to change about the way we did Sunday 
mornings and the rest of the week.”   

Here at St. John’s for the past 6 months, something has changed. Now when we come into worship we don’t 
just come in to listen and leave. We come in to interact. We come in to take notes on what is being said, and 
figure out some action plans on how to implement into our daily lives what God is telling us through His 
Word.  We come to grow as his disciples. We come to grow into Good and Faithful Servants.   
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The Encourager 
Spurring one another to love and good deeds
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As your Pastor, I want for you what God wants for you. I desire that you grow and mature in your faith 
(See Ephesians 4:11-14). People who study these things say that “hearing is the lowest level of learning.  
Writing it down gives deeper learning and understanding. Talking it back even deeper, and then 
teaching the material is the highest level of learning. When you teach it you understand it so much 
more.” So that is why we have been taking notes in worship. It is not because I want you to have more 
work to do. But because I really want you to grow.  It is not because I think you aren’t listening in church, 
but because I want to develop you as Good and Faithful Servants and Dedicated Disciples. It is not 
because I don’t think you are growing now, but because I want you to reach your goal to be a Good and 
Faithful disciple and mature in your faith at an even faster rate. 

So if we want to make disciples? What does a disciple look like? After Pastor Ray Ortlund’s death, his 
widow found these goals he set for himself and serve as an example of a Disciple of Christ. 

• Regular time set aside every day for reading the Word and for prayer 
• Be in constant contact with God 
• Abiding in Him 
• Humbling myself under God’s hand 
• Letting go of ego 
• Saying only that which will build others up 
• Watching my mouth 
• Remember that everything I have is His 
• I want to see what God sees, love what He loves, and hate what He hates 
• To make life more serene and God-oriented, I want to eliminate from my home clutter, arguing, 

complaining, and constant TV and other noise 
• Ordering my mental life so as to be constantly in prayer at a deeper level 

As we strive to make disciples, from February 7 until just after Easter, we will be talking about the Virtues 
of a Disciple (Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Goodness, Hope, 
Self-Control, and Humility). These virutues have been given 
to us by the Holy Spirit (See Galatians 5:22-23). How do we 
exercise these virtues, and how do they become more 
apparent in our lives? How can we make those virtues more 
visible as we go through our daily lives?    

Thanks for being part of St. John’s. Thanks for wanting to 
grow in your faith.  Thanks for striving to be Good and 
Faithful Servants and Dedicated Disciples of Jesus. See you 

in Church so that we can all grow together.     
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Debt Reduction 
Offering 

A special offering was collected in 
November,  December and January 
toward Debt Reduction.  

The principal balance was 
decreased by $16,691 as a result. 
Thank you for your generosity!
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Do Something! Be One! 

By Wayne Gehring

During the year 2016 the Governing Board and leadership of St John’s will be using these phrases as a 
means of focus and direction for the congregation. Members of the Board will address specific goals and 
work with the Pastor and staff to accomplish them this year. We will work up specific steps to assure 
something is being done. The board person will then follow up to assure progress. 

This theme was taken from the Sunday School program of two years ago and I think it is appropriate for all 
of us to consider.  If you see something that needs to be done in our church or community, then I encourage  
You to “Do Something”. Bring it to the attention of Pastor, Board, Elders or take it on yourself to make it 
happen.  As Paul Hill mentioned “Be One”, be that spark or miracle which makes things better for our church.  
Do Something for God’s service at St John’s. 

My focus will be working on “Communications” in the congregation. Some of the things that MAY be 
considered are; 

• New and updated telephone directory showing cell phone and or land line plus e-mail 
addresses. 

• Review of membership list, to determine inactive, non-member or those no longer desiring 
membership at St John’s 

• Telephone prayer chain for those who want to be a part of this ministry 
• Telephone contact for Funerals, weddings, social activities of the church and notification of 

Worship events 
• More frequent meetings, monthly, bi-monthly, and or quarterly with the members of St 

John’s 
• Elders being assigned to active members as another avenue to share information and better 

cover hospital and shut-in needs 
• If a member is absent. contact to be made to share audio of service etc. 
• Use of the Website to be more available to the membership 
• Other communication methods or options suggested by the membership 
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Helping Others 

In the past year, the St. John’s Benevolence Fund has offered assistance to the following: 

+ Vineyard Soup Kitchen (Elgin)   + Vacation Bible School 
+ Footprints for the Soul (Homeless Sock Ministry) + Feed My Starving Children 
+ M.O.R.E. Center (Marengo Food Pantry)  + Many local families in need 

Please consider a tax deductible donation in 2016. See Benevolence Fund Policy for details.
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Do You have Room for Jesus! 

By Carole Peters

Thank you all who participated in the Children's Sunday School Christmas program entitled: "Make Room! 
 Do you have room for Jesus?". Over 70 children from Sunday School and Little Blessings Preschool 
participated. The opportunity to serve St. John's in this area gives me great JOY! There isn't a day that 
passes that I'm not thinking of the children of St. John's and the message we share each Christmas.    

I'm grateful to all the children and confirmands who were willing to 
play a part, wear a costume, sing the songs and share the good news 
of our Savior Jesus Christ. The positive impact this program made on 
those who attended can never be measured. The children were 
invited to participate and use their gifts to spread the good news. 
Each of them did an excellent job.  A special thank you to Jerri Partlo 
for playing the part of Grandmother Lechner and reading the story of 
Jesus birth. Her willingness to serve as a key role in this years 
program was so appreciated and fun.   

Thank you to the teachers and parents for supporting the children in 
this ministry. The children are the future of the church. As they learn 
and grow in their Christian faith, they also learn about serving within 
the church. My hope is that by having an opportunity play a part in 
the christmas program helps inspire the children and develop a 
passion for serving in the church. We look forward to having an 
opportunity share some small skits and songs in the next few months. Thank you again to all who joined in 
the fun to share the good news of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
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Easter Breakfast 

Mark your calendars and plan a family 
gathering with St .John's at our annual 
Easter Breakfast sponsored by WINGS 
group. All are invited. 

WHEN: Sunday March 27th  
TIME: 7:30 am to 9:00 
Menu-Scrambled egg bake, sausage, 
and baked goods.   

Sign up sheets for volunteers for 
Saturday setup, Sunday serving and 
food donations will be made available 
late in February. For details contact Lori 
Borhart at (815) 568-5799 or 
loriborhart@gmail.com.

Schauer House Project 

It’s been 21 weeks since we started the project to put a two story, 18 foot by 24 foot addition, plus a 
basement, onto Pastor Schauer’s house.  We can now say it is done except for some painting, 
staining and trim work.  

This house grew from a small three bedroom, 1 ½ bath home into a four bedroom 3 ½ bath home. 
The original house had only one small closet; we now have a closet in each bedroom plus many 
storage areas.  We had to redo the outside sewer drain tiles to accommodate the fourth bedroom.  
All the electric service was upgraded and a new heating service was installed. The plumbing had to 
be upgraded and remodeled to put in the 3 new bathrooms. The stairways to the basement and 
upstairs were completely redone. The new kitchen and living area can accommodate the whole 
family plus the home school area. There is a planned open house for early spring. 

I cannot say THANK YOU enough to all the workers, helpers, cleanup people, meals and the special 
people who put in countless hours and donated so much material and time to the completion of this 
project. The prayers and support of the church are greatly appreciated by the construction group as 
well as the Schauer family. The friendships, developed and the knowledge shared will go a long way 
to making our church even a better place to worship and share God’s love. May God continue to 
bless us all as we work to grow his church at St John’s.  Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 

Wayne Gehring - Project Leader 

Lenten/Easter Worship Schedule 

Ash Wednesday  February 10th   7:00pm 

Lenten Worship (following dates)    9:30am & 7:00pm 
✦ February 17th, 24th, March 2nd, 9th, 16th 

Palm Sunday    March 19th    6:00pm Saturday 
         March 20th    7:45am & 10:30am 

Maundy Thursday March 24th    7:00pm 
Good Friday    March 25th    8:00pm 
Easter Vigil    March 26th    6:00pm 
Easter Sunrise   March 27th    6:30am 
Easter Service   March 27th    9:30am

mailto:loriborhart@gmail.com
mailto:loriborhart@gmail.com
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Sticky Faith for High School Students 
We want faith to stick. 

Not just in a static way, but a stickiness that keeps growing, flourishing, expanding as these emerging adults 
experience faith in the context of college and whatever else awaits them after high school.  

So (to borrow from the About page and formal definition) by “Sticky Faith” we mean faith that shows a 
combination of characteristics, all of which exist in a dynamic tension… 
 • Faith that is both internalized and externalized: a faith that is part of a student’s inner thoughts and 

emotions, and is also externalized in choices and actions that reflect that faith commitment.  These 
behaviors include regular attendance in a church/campus group, prayer and Bible reading, service 
to others, and lower participation in risk behaviors, in particular sex and alcohol (two behaviors we 
are studying specifically).  In other words, Sticky Faith involves whole-person life integration, at least 
to some degree. 

 • Faith that is both personal  and group supported:  a faith that celebrates God’s specific care for each 
person while always locating faith in the global and local community of the Church. 

 • Faith that is both mature and maturing:  a faith that shows marks of spiritual maturity but is also in 
process of growth.  We don’t assume a high school senior or college freshman (or adult this side of 
heaven) will have a completely “mature” faith.  We are all in process. 

That's how Sticky Faith is summed up.  But we're curious, how would you describe it? What would you add 
to how you hope faith will stick in the lives of the teens you love? 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you 
may abound in hope. Romans 15:13 
Encourage the high school teen in your life to come on Sunday Mornings at 9:15am beginning February 7 in 
Deaconess Lauren’s office, first hall to your right when you enter the building. Second door on your right. 

- See more at: http://stickyfaith.org 
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Hearts at Home: 2016 National Conference 

April 22-23, 2016 | Peoria Civic Center | Peoria, IL For Full Details Visit: www.HeartsatHome.org 

The Bloomington based Ministry has been offering "Mom School" to encourage, educate and equip 
moms in every season of motherhood for over 22 years. Over 5000 women travel to Bloomington/
Normal each year to gain information and share in the camaraderie of life as a mom. There is also a 
healthy dose of fun. 

Topics for the breakout workshops are designed to encompass the broad spectrum of family life-- 
from how technology is changing the way our children learn to understanding how our strengths 
and weaknesses affect the way we parent.

http://stickyfaith.org/about-sticky-faith
http://stickyfaith.org/blog/what-is-sticky-faith-anyway#sthash.r3sow0jo.dpuf
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Endowment Fund Reaches $100,000 

St. John's Lutheran Church Endowment Fund monies were seeded with an initial investment of 
$700,000 in the Fall of 2011 thanks to a generous gift from the Henry Boi Estate. According to the 
parameters established in the Investment Policy Statement of the Endowment Board, 4% shall be 
distributed to St. John's Lutheran Church annually. 

We continue to grow-in spite of market fluctuations. While we showed a negative 1.56%  annual rate 
of return in 2015 (net of fees), we earned a 6.04% 3 Year return (net of fees). During 2015, a 
generous individual member contributed about $30,000. to help us grow.  Additional smaller 
member contributions previously held in the Prairie Bank Money Market accumulated, allowing us to 
invest an additional $10,000. 

We're excited to report that the fund has grown to approximately $850,000 as of 12/31/15 even 
after making almost $100,000 in cumulative annual distribution payments to St. John’s. The annual 
distributions started in March of 2013, and we anticipate payment of the 4th distribution amount of 
$32,725.56 be received by the church before March, 2016. 

The Endowment monies are primarily to be used to fund ministry programs of the church. Ministries 
supported by past distributions have been used to fund St. John's Tuition Assistance Program, 
Northern Illinois District Synod payments, Lutheran Church Charities, Walkamp, FLHS Scholarships, 
and the organ upgrade.  These are only a few of the programs supported by Endowment funds 
since inception. 

The Endowment Board members strive to be good stewards of the resources God has given to St. 
John's. We appreciate your support to help grow the fund to over $1 million dollars in the coming 
years.

Attention: Current Tuition Education Program 

Applications for the 2016-2017 school year can be printed from the church website, or you can stop 
by the church office during regular office hours for a packet beginning February 15th.  

Applications need to be completed and RETURNED to the CHURCH OFFICE no later than April 1st.  
The website also offers a copy of our most current and updated tuition policy.  There will be a 
MANDATORY MEETING for all participating families on Tuesday, April 26th at 7PM.   
   
If you have any questions regarding the program or the about how to re-apply, please contact 
Tamara Kowalski in the church office.
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Church History: by Betsy Papp 

The Church Library is featured in the display case through February. The Church Library was started in 
1983 with Karin Schact serving as the first Librarian. She was aided by Joyce Perkins. 

The first book processed was HALLEY'S BIBLE HANDBOOK, THE NEW REVISED EDITION. This book 
is in the display case. The library consists of books, videos, DVD's, and puzzles that may be checked 
out. Librarians that have served are Carol Colie, Betsy Papp, Cliff Larkins, Dianna Torman, Joanne 
Smith and Steve Olsen and aided by Liz Zeimer, Joyce Ford, Lori Hempen, and Ruth Dycus. 

In March we will feature the confirmands. In April we will be featuring collections from members of 
our congregation. Watch the bulletins for more details and be prepared to share part of your 
collection with us.

Policy Manual: Committee Appointed 

At the December Congregational Assembly, Don Huntington was appointed to chair an 
independent committee of five members, whose purpose is to review the Governing Board Policy 
Manual and make recommendations for clarifications and improvements to our governing system. 

Don attended the January 4th meeting of the Governing Board to further discuss the committee’s 
focus. The committee will review the Constitution and By-Laws of the Congregation, the Governing 
Board Policy Manual, and will speak with staff, board members and other congregation members.  

The committee members are Carla Weiss, Carole Peters, Charlie Ferreri and Randy Hauschildt.  They 
began meeting in January, and expect to complete the review within six months. Recommendations 
will be shared with the Governing Board at that time, and will be presented to the congregation at a 
Special Assembly meeting.

Bible Study Class 

When: Sundays at 9:15am in Room 110 
Presenter: Tom Hoban  

Using the expository verse by verse method of teaching we not only learn what the scriptures say 
but also the proper way of interpreting the scriptures.
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 St. John’s Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 


 6821 Main Street Union, Illinois 60180 


  Phone: (815) 923-2733 


 Email: littleblessingslc.info@yahoo.com                                                                                                                                 

   Shining For Jesus! 

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these.”  Mark 10:4  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Our preschool staff of highly 
qualified and motivated Christian 

educators:


Jen Sauder–Lead Teacher


Shannon Heimsoth–Lead Teacher


Haley Gifford–Co-Teacher/Driver


Gail Perkins-Director


Our preschool is supported by a 
wonderful, caring church staff:


Caleb Schauer-Pastor


Lauren Olsen-Deaconess


Sue Ziller-Church Secretary


Jenny Arevalo-Business Manager

God is the center of our learning here at Little Blessings Preschool.  


The following are the curricular highlights of our program:


• One in Christ Curriculum

• Handwriting Without Tears

• Jolly Phonics

• Integrated Math, Science and Social Studies


Christian Education is the very core of our program – Jesus is evident daily in 
our actions and activities. 
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St. John’s is Commissioning Journey of 
Hope Friends 

St. John’s is proud to share with the community a new program, called Our Journey of Hope®, a 
ministry that offers support and care to men, women and families fighting cancer or other chronic 
illnesses.  

Through this program, church and community members touched by cancer and illness are provided 
with practical help and spiritual counsel that are specific to their needs as a cancer patient, caregiver 
or loved one.  
  
Cancer and chronic illness impacts the patient and the family. We want to meet the special physical 
and spiritual needs of those in our community, and let them know we are here for them. 
  
Our Mission: 
Journey of Hope at St. John’s is a ministry of hope, courage and compassion motivated by God’s 
love brining the Light to those who are suffering. We intend to accomplish this through support 
groups fostering relationships and education. 
  
Our Journey of Hope, Cancer Treatment Centers of America describes the ministry in this way, 
“Cancer care ministry is a hope ministry. While it involves prayer, counsel, visits and assistance, it is 
centered on bringing God's hope to patients and their caregivers, family and friends. This requires an 
understanding of the impact of cancer, how people react to it and how God has called His people to 
respond. Above all, it requires us to have within ourselves an unfeigned hope that we can take to 
those in need.” 
  
In preparation for the launch of Journey of Hope at St. John’s, seven of our members completed the 
biblically based eight week Our Journey of Hope cancer care ministry training program, which is 
developed and sponsored by Cancer Treatment Centers of America. 
  
Journey of Hope at St. John’s is available to the church and the community. Do you know someone 
who is battling cancer or another chronic illness who would be interested in being paired with a 
Journey of Hope Friend?  

Journey of Hope at St. John’s Friends 
are equipped and ready to serve, 
please contact Deaconess Lauren at 
815-923-2733.

Spring Cleanup: Volunteers Needed 

Spring is around the corner; signup sheets and further 
details will be posted.



Volume 2 - 1 FEBRUARY 2015

St. John’s Lutheran Church Hebrews 10:24-26 �11

St. John’s Lutheran Tuition Education Program 

St. John's offers a program for families interested in having their children (age Preschool through 
College) attend a Lutheran Day School.   

The St. John's Lutheran Tuition Education Program supports schools including Little Blessings at St. 
John's, Zion Lutheran in Marengo, Faith Lutheran High School in Crystal Lake and others.  You must 
be a church member at St. John's in order to apply for this program.  

Applications for the 2015-2016 year can be printed from the church website, or asked for in the 
church office.  Applications are due no later than April 1st to be considered for the fall session. If you 
are interested in finding out more information concerning the Tuition Program, please contact 
Tamara Kowalski in the church office. 

WinGS Event: 
Infinity Scarf 

Women in God’s Service 
will host Instructor CJ 
Weber to Learn to Arm 
Knit an Infinity Scarf event. 

When: Thursday, February 
18, at 7:00pm.  
What to Bring: (2) Skeins 
of Yarn, (1) Crochet Hook 
or Darning Needle (if you 
have more than one; 
please bring). Wear short 
sleeve or 3/4 sleeves.  

A door offering for 
Instructor will be available. 
Refreshments will be 
served.  Please sign up in 
the Lobby or on Facebook 
or RSVP to Deaconess 
Lauren by February14th at 
(815) 923-273.

Upward Soccer Registration 

REGISTER ONLINE, MAIL OR BRING INFORMATION TO:  
Saint Johns Lutheran Church  
6821 Main St. Union, IL 60180  
Register Online at http://registration.upward.org/UPW60874  
Form and registration fee may be dropped off at the church office 
between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  

REGISTRATION INFORMATION:  
The registration cost per child for soccer is $67. 
Deadline for registration is March 15. 
Soccer shorts are optional at a cost of $16. 
Returning players from Fall 2015 may register for $25, if a uniform 
is not needed. Please contact the office for more information.  

EVALUATIONS:  
Will take place at the St. John's Lutheran Church Lobby as 
follows: K5 through 12th Grade Players on Tuesday,  March 15, 
between 7:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.  

PROGRAM SCHEDULE:  
First Practice - Monday, March 28, 2016  
First Game - Thursday, April 21, 2016  
Awards Celebration - Thursday, June 9, 2016

http://registration.upward.org/UPW60874
http://registration.upward.org/UPW60874
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Lydia Altar Guild: Volunteers Needed 
St. John’s has been blessed with wonderful people who have served for 20-30 years, however this 
year several have needed to step away due to a variety of reasons — we want to say thank year for 
your service and dedication to the Alter Guild.  As a result we have gone from 19 participants to 8 and 
our currently looking for volunteers. 

Who is the Lydia Altar Guild of St. John's? 
A group of ladies of St. John's who work together to take care of the 
altar area (the chancel) of the church and all of the supplies, 
communion ware, flowers and linens needed for our church services. 

What are our responsibilities as members? 
Altar Guild members work in pairs.  We are assigned to serve in one-
month increments based on each member's availability and preferences.  If we have a sufficient 
number of members, we may assign three people to a month and that team can work out a schedule 
that works best for them.  We are generally scheduled to work a few times per year. 

We typically come in early on Saturdays to take care of the weekend services -- but there is no set 
time or day -- whatever works best for the team's schedule.  It takes anywhere between 30 and 45 
minutes to complete our duties, which include: 

• Cleaning the Chancel area and the furniture. 
• Changing the banner for the church season. 
• Taking care of flowers. 
• Setting out the communion ware if needed for that week's service. 
• Baking communion bread. 
• Laundering the fair linens and pastor's robes as needed. 

Does Lydia Altar Guild meet on a regular basis? 
We generally like to have a group meeting once a year to go over any concerns or needs to replace, 
repair or care for any altar items.  We keep in contact throughout the year by email or phone, post new 
schedules and share any other pertinent information. 

How can you help? 
Join us!  This is a great way to provide a very much-needed service for our church that is easy to do, 
not on a rigid schedule, and extremely rewarding.  Many of those who currently serve on this 
committee work full time jobs, have busy schedules, have done this for several years and enjoy 
contributing their time in this way.   

Think you might be interested?  Or do you have any more questions?   
Contact Sue Dalton 815-568-5271 or suzemdalton@gmail.com

St. John’s Lutheran Church Hebrews 10:24-26 �12
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Online Giving 

Did you know...when donors give online to St. John's, they have a choice between using a credit or 
debit card and giving directly from their checking account?  

When you give directly from a checking account, there is a 20 cent fee per transaction to the 
processing company.  When you give with a credit card, there is a 38 cent fee plus a 2.65% (Visa/
MC) or 3.5% (Amex) charge deducted from the gift for the processing company. 

Example:  
Generous Gerry gives $200 to St. John's by going to the website http://stjohnsluth.org/ and clicking 
on the Donate/Pay tab. 

 • Directly from his checking account, he must enter his routing and account numbers on the 
secure website, and his gift arrives at St. John's as $199.80.  

 • Using a credit card, his gift arrives at St. John's as $194.32. 

Either gift is a blessing (Thanks, Gerry!) and will be appreciated and used at St. John's to further 
God's mission!  Please contact Jenny Arevalo, Business Manager if you have questions.

SCRIP 

SCRIP is a gift card program that benefits our St. John’s Tuition Education Program.  It is incredibly 
EASY!  All you do is purchase gift cards at their face value, and those companies give back a portion 
of the sale to our Tuition Education Program. 

Coffee on your way to work? How about Starbuck’s or Dunkin' Donuts. Going out to lunch? We have 
Panera Bread, Olive Garden or Dairy Queen. Buying Clothes? How about a Kohl’s card or Dick’s 
Sporting Goods. Need to fill up on Gas? Need a birthday gift? The choices are endless. 

And it doesn’t cost you a penny more than the actual gift card and it GREATLY BENEFITS our church. 

Please stop by the SCRIP table after church to see what’s in stock.  We have gas cards, groceries, 
restaurants, shopping and much, much more. Need it during the week; call the church office to see 
what’s in stock. If you want a specific company; we can get it for you. Ask for a list of companies that 
participate at the SCRIP table; HUNDREDS of companies are available! 

This program has the potential of earning thousands of dollars for our church. Thank you for 
supporting Lutheran education.

http://stjohnsluth.org/
http://stjohnsluth.org/
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Benevolence Fund Policy 
Formerly called the Care and Share Fund, St. John’s Lutheran Church, in the exercise of its religious 
and charitable purposes, has established a benevolence fund to assist persons in financial need.  

The church welcomes contributions to the fund. Donors and congregation members may feel free to 
suggest beneficiaries of the fund, however, such suggestions shall be advisory rather than mandatory 
in nature. The administration of the fund, including all disbursements, is subject to the exclusive 
control and discretion of the Benevolence Administrator, appointed by the Governing Board. The 
Benevolence Administrator may consider suggested designations, but in no event is bound in any 
way to honor them, since they are accepted only on the condition that they are mere suggestions or 
recommendations.  

Donors wishing to make contributions to the benevolence fund subject to these conditions may be 
able to deduct their contributions. Checks should be made payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
with a notation that the funds are to be placed in the benevolence fund.

In Case We Missed You… 

The Encourager is published quarterly; our next issue will be in May. If you have an event or 
information happening in May, June or July please email details to paulhoban@sbcglobal.net.

St. John’s Governing Board 2016 

  Chairperson     Wayne D. Gehring   (815) 923-4366 
  Vice-Chair      Jim Johnson       
  Secretary      Lanny Brasile      (815) 923-4165 
  Board Member    Lori Borhart      (815) 568-5799 
  Board Member    Paul Hill        (815) 923-2705 
  Board Member    Nancy Modrich     (847) 659-1103 
  Board Member    Beth Reineking     (815) 923-2725 

Financial Advisory Council          Pastoral Oversight Committee 

• Beth Reineking                                                        Wayne Gehring 
• Jenny Arevalo                                                          Lanny Brasile 
• Pastor Schauer                                                         Paul Hill
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